Support for authoritarianism is high in
many middle-income countries

% who say rule by a strong leader or the military would
be a good way of governing their country
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MNote: Full question wording for political systems: Rule by a strong
leader, “A system in which a strong leader can make decisions
without interference from [country-specific legislative body. e.g.,
parliament or Congress] or the courts”, Rule by the military, “The
military rules the country ™ Country income designations are based
on the World Bank.
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Support for authoritarian government systems is
more common among those on the ideological right

% who say rule by a strong leader or the military would be a good way to
govern their country, among those on the ideological ...
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Note: Only statistically significant differences are shown. Full question wording for political
systems: Rule by a strong leader, “A system in which a strong leader can make decisions
without interference from [country-specific legislative body; e.g., parliament or Congress] or
the courts”; Rule by the military, “The military rules the country.”
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More people support authoritarian forms of government in countries where fewer
say it is important that opposition parties can operate freely

% who say an authoritarian leader or military rule would be a good way of governing their country
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% who say it is important that opposition parties can operate freely in their country

Source: Spring 2019 and spring 2023 Global Attitudes surveys.
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